
 

1 
 

Air Quality Advisory Committee 

Minutes: March 16, 2016 Meeting 

Next Meeting:  June 15th, Location to be confirmed after library room scheduling opens 
(expected to be in the Community Room (on floor level 1), Hillsboro Library, 2850 NE 
Brookwood Pkwy, Hillsboro, OR 97124)  
 
Attendees: 
     Members 

Robert Bailey 
Russ Dondero  
Jill Eiland 
Spencer Ehrman 
Deke Gundersen 
Andrew Hawley 
Todd Rallison 
Stephanie Shanley 
John Williams 
Tom Wood 
 

     Facilitator 
John Harland 

 
Notes 
The AQAC is moving from the role of developing the Good Neighbor Agreement (GNA) to now 
implementing the GNA.  The roles and responsibilities and the procedures are now governed by 
the GNA rather than the Settlement Agreement (SA) that previously defined the responsibilities 
and procedures of the AQAC. 

1. Introductions: Members of the AQAC introduced themselves – members in attendance 
listed above.  There are three new members: Spencer Ehrman representing Neighbors 
for Clean Air, and Todd Rallison and Stephanie Shanley representing Intel.  Dale Feik and 
Sandra Hicks have left the AQAC and we would like to thank them for their service to 
the committee. 

2. AQAC Logistics:  Going forward the AQAC will meet quarterly.  It was decided to meet 
on the following dates in 2016 

a. June 15th  
b. September 21st 
c. November 16th  

Meetings will be held in the Hillsboro Library and be scheduled by Intel.  Meeting 
notices are sent out to AQAC members and to interested members of the public before 
each meeting.  Minutes, meeting presentations and other relevant documents are 
posted on the AQAC website at www.ORAQAC.com  

3. Open Items for members of the AQAC  

http://www.oraqac.com/
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a. Intel indicated that judicial review of the Intel Type 4 permit has been requested.  
While under judicial review, it will not be appropriate to discuss the Type 4 
permit at the AQAC 

b. Several members indicated that they had received documents pertaining to the 
AQAC meeting just before the meeting and without adequate time to review 
them.  It was asked that materials that need to be reviewed before the meeting 
be sent out earlier 

4. Good Neighbor Agreement (GNA):  Tom Wood reviewed the key provisions of the GNA.  
The GNA is in effect for the life of the Title V permit which is 5 years.  More detail on the 
GNA is included in the meeting presentation materials and is posted on the AQAC web 
site.  One important responsibility of the AQAC is to define the ambient air quality 
monitoring program.  $150,000 is provided by Intel for the ambient air quality 
monitoring, additional funding could be sought by the Neighbor Groups as 501c 3 
organizations. The AQAC does not have status to seek additional funding.   

a. Question from the public about whether the AQAC just addresses air quality or 
also includes water.  Answer that the focus of the AQAC is air toxics, but the 
Health Risk Assessment (HRA) did look at all applicable pathways, including soil 
and water.  For the ambient air quality monitoring, the AQAC responsibility is to 
define the goals and the best approach on how to spend the $150,000 available 
to achieve the goals 

5. Intel reported out on the  GNA specified agenda items 
a. DEQ submittals:  

i. The Intel annual report to DEQ was reviewed (see materials for specific 
data).  PM2.5 are not included in the 2015 annual report as there was not 
a permit requirement in 2015, but will be included in future reports.  

1. Some parameters remain the same between midyear and end of 
year because the limit is for a rolling annual total, so for each new 
month added the oldest month drops off 

2. Greenhouse gases (GHG) were not included in the 2015 annual 
report.  GHGs were part of Intel’s MAO with DEQ and will be 
discussed in a future meeting 

3. NOx levels have decreased as the Type 4 permit requires Best 
Available Control Technology (BACT) standards which 
necessitated some boilers to be converted to ultra-low NOx 
burners (completed projects) 

ii. Updated Emission Factors: Emission factors are updated based on new 
emissions data.  NEDC requested a copy of the letter on emissions factors 
sent to DEQ 

iii. MAO Fulfillment letter: Intel submitted a letter to DEQ indicating that 
Intel had completed all requirements of the MAO 

iv. Rotary Concentrator Thermal Oxidizer (RCTO) bypass:  A bypass of the 
D1C RCTOs occurred on February 2, 2016 starting at 1:22pm due to an 
electrical failure caused by a malfunctioning relay. Several AQAC 
members asked questions regarding the bypass. The Intel representative 
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explained that bypass events are highly infrequent. In this case, the relay 
malfunction was a first of its kind event for Intel and also caused two of 
the three RCTOs to shut down.  The loss of two RCTOs caused the D1C 
system to lose the on-line redundant unit.  Intel worked immediately to 
restore power to the offline RCTOs.  Intel restarted the two RCTOs, once 
it was safe to do so, ending the bypass after one hour and 56 minutes. 
The calculated increase in emissions during this period was 24.5 pounds 
of volatile organic compounds (VOCs). This increase in emissions will be 
included in Intel’s annual rolling total for VOCs, as defined by the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  There was discussion about 
reporting requirements for different seriousness of emissions.  If there 
was a serious health emergency, Intel would immediately report to DEQ 
who would notify the public through the Oregon Emergency Response 
System operated by the State Fire Marshall.  It was suggested that an 
AQAC Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) be written on the triggers for 
different responses by Intel and DEQ, as well as providing more 
information at the next AQAC meeting. 

v. Several AQAC members asked questions regarding the bypass: 
1. What was the chain of reporting within Intel and what was the 

chain of reporting outside Intel, and specifically to DEQ and 
Washington County Health Department? 

2. Did this event trigger the Oregon Emergency Response System? 
3. What were the meterologic conditions, i.e., which way was the 

wind blowing? 
4. What was the location of the event? 

*answers to these questions are supplied in the Addendum to the March 
2016 AQAC Meeting Minutes 

b. Update on stack testing: See meeting materials.  Question from John Williams on 
the reason that the quantity of some chemicals identified as being used at Intel 
changed considerably between 2011/12 and 2014/15.  Intel agreed that if the 
particular chemical were identified, Intel would report back  

c. Project update:   
i. Fab 5 boilers (Aloha Campus) have been decommissioned 

ii. Intel is interested in financially supporting Washington County’s voluntary 
wood stove replacement pilot project to reduce PM2.5 emissions – this 
collaborative initiative was supported by members of the AQAC with 
hope that other industries would also make contributions 

d. Title V permit application:  Intel must submit the Title V permit application by 
5/22/16.  There is no deadline by which DEQ must review the application 

6. Public comments and questions: 
a. Concern expressed about odors near the intersection of Evergreen and 

Brookwood – smelt quite regularly on Wednesday afternoons.  Odor in the 
general area and not specifically identified as Intel.  Intel has reviewed other 
odor complaints (two in 2015) and not identified any cause at Intel, but will 
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continue to investigate (odor is not from garbage or compost).  Questioner did 
not feel there had been adequate feedback from DEQ on previously reported 
odors 

b. With the RCTO bypass incident reported to DEQ, at what point does Intel shut 
down production if there is a more serious abatement system failure?  This could 
be added to the FAQ 

c. Lots of jets and jet fuel used at Hillsboro airport – would like to see some Intel 
time and influence to reduce these emissions similar to the Intel wood stove 
initiative 

d. How often are Intel’s emergency generators tested?  Are emissions measured, 
recorded and reported? (A. Intel tests emergency generators monthly. Emissions 
will be included in 2016 emission inventory.) 

e. Intel participates in the Local Emergency Planning Committee – question on 
when and where the meetings occur? – Intel to report back 

f. Concern about diesel emissions – would like to see Intel influence contractors to 
reduce these emissions (A. Intel has committed to this as GNA Attachment A 
project) 

g. Per air quality concerns from woodstoves – Intel’s emissions contribute to these 
emissions.  Will Intel reduce the emissions in their processes too? 

h. Would Intel consider “Bucket Brigades – citizen scientist” as part of air 
monitoring? 

7. Upcoming Meetings for 2015 
a. June 15 
b. September 21 
c. November 16 
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Addendum: Supplemental Information to March 2016 AQAC Meeting Minutes 
 
Several AQAC members asked for more information regarding the bypass that was reported at 
the March 2016 AQAC meeting. Answers to the questions are provided by Intel below. 
 

Q. What was the chain of reporting within Intel and what was the chain of reporting 
outside Intel, and specifically to DEQ and Washington County Health Department? 

 
A. Automatic alarms were sent and subsequently received by the Exhaust Mechanical 

group, including engineers and technicians at 1:22pm on February 2, 2016, as soon as the 
bypass damper opened.   The Exhaust Mechanical Group Lead contacted Intel 
Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) within minutes of the damper opening to inform 
EHS of the situation and to allow the determination of the extent of the bypass and 
potential emissions and if additional communications would be warranted.  In this case, 
potential emissions did not pose a potential to endanger on-site staff or public 
health.  Updates were provided from the Exhaust Mechanical group to EHS throughout 
the event, as well as at the conclusion of the event.  Multiple meetings were held with 
Mechanical, Electrical, and EHS teams to perform an after-action review, reviewing what 
happened and how to prevent it from reoccurring.  The documentation of this bypass 
was submitted to DEQ on February 16th within the permit required 15 day reporting 
requirement. 

 
Q. Did this event trigger the Oregon Emergency Response System? 

 
A. No, this event did not trigger the Oregon Emergency Response System (OERS). The 

purpose of OERS is to coordinate and manage multiple agencies in the event of an 
emergency or hazardous materials incidents that would have the potential to endanger 
public health. The bypass did not have the potential to endanger public health. 

 
Q. What were the meteorological conditions, i.e., which way was the wind blowing? 

 
A. The meteorological conditions between 1:22pm and 3:18pm on February 2, as 

monitored at the Ronler Acres facility, are as follows: 

 Average Temperature:  47.0 deg F 

 Average Wind Speed:  4.8 miles/hr 

 Wind Direction (deg blowing to):  138.2 deg (blowing to the southeast) 

 Relative Humidity:  57.2% 

 Barometric Pressure (in Hg):  30.8 
 

Q. What was the location of the event? 
 

1. The bypass event was on the D1C RCTO system; location is indicated on this map in blue. 
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Following the March 2016 AQAC meeting, there were additional questions from the AQAC 

members asked via email regarding emergency response and planning for catastrophic events 

and releases. Intel communicated that the June 2016 AQAC meeting would include a 

presentation on Intel’s emergency response planning and an opportunity to address questions 

at that time.  

Additionally, an Emergency Reporting FAQ that discusses the obligations that Intel has on 

reporting upsets that result in excess air emissions was drafted and posted to the 

www.oraqaq.com website. 

 

 


