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Air Quality Advisory Committee 
Minutes: February 15th, 2016 Meeting 

 
Next Meeting:  May 17, 2017.  Location to be confirmed after library room scheduling opens 
(expected to be in the Brookwood Library, 2850 NE Brookwood Pkwy, Hillsboro, OR 97124) 
 
Attendees: 
     Members present: 

Spencer Ehrman 
Andrew Hawley 
Julie Layshock 
Mark Mueller 
Carly Riter 
Stephanie Shanley 
John Williams 
Tom Wood 
Allen Amabisca (Representing Robert Bailey, Save Helvetia) 
 

     Facilitator 
John Harland 

 
Notes 

1. Introductions: John Harland gave a brief introduction of the AQAC for members of the 
public who had not been to meetings before.  Each meeting we review specific 
environmental information from Intel, as specified in the Good Neighbor Agreement 
and other topics.  Last meeting in November the AQAC also reviewed recommendations 
on improving Public Outreach by Andrew Hawley.  As a result a subcommittee met to 
translate these recommendations into actions – from a meeting agenda perspective 
these included  

a. Better introduction to the AQAC for members of the public for whom this may 
be a first meeting 

b. Better continuity between meetings with the facilitator summarizing the 
previous meeting 

c. More opportunity for public involvement – specifically making a few minutes 
available at the beginning of the meeting for public questions or comments for 
Intel 

d. Opportunity for Environmental groups to communicate on items that may be of 
public interest 

2. Members of the AQAC introduced themselves – members in attendance listed above. 
3. Public Questions/comments 

a. When will DEQ hold hearings on Intel’s operating permit?  A. The application has 
been submitted to DEQ.  DEQ has not yet scheduled a date for hearings.  
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b. Will the announcement on Intel opening the factory in Arizona impact emissions 
in Oregon?  A. No this will not impact the permit applications in Oregon 

c. Comment that the AQAC is not moving fast enough to address emissions 
concerns 

4. Opens items for members of the AQAC 

 Stephanie Shanley indicated that she had mailed out the concentrations of key 
chemicals from the Health Risk Assessment to AQAC members as requested 

5. Public Outreach Subcommittee:  Spencer Erhman reviewed the recommendations from 
the Public Outreach Subcommittee.  These include putting together one-page 
information sheets written in a way that people without a technical background can 
understand.  Potential topics include the History and purpose of the AQAC, a summary 
of the Good Neighbor Agreement and a summary of Health Risk Assessment.  Also 
looking at ways to make the AQAC web site (www.ORAQAC.com ) easier for people to 
find the information they need 

 
Spencer indicated he is concerned that people don’t come to meetings and asked 
members of the Public for any suggestions to improve public outreach.  Suggestions 
included notices in the newspaper with the AQAC website link, meeting notices on Next 
Door, make sure there is a reason for people to come and give members of the public 
more opportunity for discussion and input.  The feeling was expressed that the AQAC 
moves too slowly, for example the time on the ambient air quality monitoring 

6. Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Request for Proposals:  Andrew Hawley indicated that 
Dr Sahu is completing the request for proposals and it is expected there will be a final 
draft ready for review at the next meeting.  Looking for who in Oregon may be capable 
of doing the sampling and analytical work.  Suggestion to look at whether doing the 
sampling on-site at Intel may be simpler 

7. Good Neighbor Agreement Specified Agenda Topics:  More detail on these topics can 
be found in the meeting materials 

a. There has been no stack testing since the last meeting, but the annual testing 
plan has been identified and now needs to be scheduled.  Any AQAC member 
can come on site to witness the testing if they let Intel know they are interested. 

i. There was a question about Trimix (TMXW) emissions and why this had 
the potential to emit NOx and CO.   

ii. Intel explained this is a water treatment process to remove ammonia 
from wastewater.  The ammonia is stripped from the wastewater and 
then removed from the air for treatment by a catalytic process – NOx and 
CO are byproducts from the destruction process for which there are 
limits on discharge. 

iii. Question asked about why the boilers are not electric to avoid emissions 
– Intel agreed to review and come back with an answer 

iv. Question about how many emergency generators are installed at Intel 
campuses in Washington County – Intel agreed to provide this 
information at the next meeting.  Intel intends that any new emergency 
generators purchased will have particulate filters 

http://www.oraqac.com/
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b. No annual or semi-annual reports have been submitted to DEQ, but the annual 
report is due to DEQ in March and will be discussed at the next meeting in May. 

c. There have been no requests to DEQ by Intel to modify emission factors or 
emission sources 

d. No “Attachment A emission Reduction Projects” were due to be completed this 
quarter, but one project on “retrofit RCTOs to optimize natural gas usage” will be 
discussed in May 

e. Rafe Christopherson gave a review of the continuous emissions monitoring 
equipment.  There were no excess emissions or upsets reported to DEQ during 
the most recent calendar quarter.  

i. The number of alarms and excess emissions has been decreasing over the 
past year  

ii. Intel explained that redundant treatment systems are installed – for 
example if three treatment units are required, four will be installed so if 
there is a failure in one unit, the other three are adequate for treatment 

iii. Intel has upgraded pH controls on some of the scrubbers in the RP1 
building and this has improved reliability 

Wood Stove Replacement project.  Representatives from Washington County 
came to discuss the project.  The intent is to replace older wood stoves that 
people rely on for heating with lower emissions units – it is estimated there are 
about 4500 older units installed.  Intel initially contributed $225,000 and after 
the program was very popular they contributed an additional $250,000 to the 
fund to help pay for the new stoves.  The long term goal is to replace 700 stoves. 
Old stoves are certified as made inoperable 
 
Question asked about how it is known that wood stoves are the key culprit for 
the high small particle emissions – it was indicate this was based on USEPA input 
and surveys conducted by Portland State University.  Julie Layshock indicated 
that this is quite well understood from the particulate molecular markers 
 
It is difficult to evaluate the impact of replacing the stoves because there are 
annual variations in weather conditions that change particulate matter 
concentrations 

8. Next meeting agenda: Proposed agenda items for next meeting were reviewed with 
requests for input from members of the AQAC and the Public 

a. May 17th proposed agenda 
i. Good Neighbor Agreement specified information from Intel 

1. DEQ annual report submittals 
2. Stack testing update 
3. Project Update 

ii. Update Ambient Air Quality Monitoring request for proposals by Dr Sahu 
iii. Continue the discussion on outreach 

9. Meeting schedule for 2017 
a. May 17 
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b. August 16 
c. November 15 




