
 

Hillsboro Ambient Air Monitoring Project: Frequently Asked Questions 

What is Ambient Air Monitoring?  

Ambient air monitoring is the systematic, long-term assessment of pollutant levels by measuring the 
quantity and types of certain pollutants in the surrounding, outdoor air. 
 

Why is Intel conducting Ambient Air Monitoring? 

Per the Good Neighbor Agreement that Intel has with Neighbors for Clean Air and the Northwest 
Environmental Defense Center, Intel agreed to provide up to $150,000.00 to a qualified third party to 
perform ambient air monitoring in the community. The $150,000 figure was proposed by Neighbors for 
Clean Air and the Northwest Environmental Defense Center based on the anticipated cost of performing 
a robust ambient air monitoring study.  
 

What is the Good Neighbor Agreement? 

Intel has a Good Neighbor Agreement with Neighbors for Clean Air and the Northwest Environmental 
Defense Center. The goals of the Good Neighbor Agreement are to:  

 Provide the public with accurate information about emissions, impacts, and reductions;  

 Reduce emissions from the facility;  

 Ensure the air quality permits issued to Intel are consistent with and include elements of the 
Good Neighbor Agreement; and 

 Encourage open communications and understanding between Intel and its neighbors in 
Washington County. 

 
The Air Quality Advisory Committee was formed to oversee the implementation of the Good Neighbor 
Agreement. This committee’s purpose is to promote continuous improvement in neighborhood safety 
and livability in Washington County as impacted by Intel’s operations, and facilitate communication 
between Intel and its neighbors. The AQAC meets quarterly, and has a webpage managed by Intel: 
oraqac.com 
 
What is the Hillsboro Ambient Air Monitoring Project? 
 
As part of the Good Neighbor Agreement between Intel, Neighbors for Clean Air and the Northwest 
Environmental Defense Center, Intel agreed to provide up to $150,000.00 to a qualified third party to 
perform ambient air monitoring in the community. The purpose of the monitoring is to validate the 
results of Intel’s Health Risk Assessment, a modeled evaluation of the potential health impacts of Intel’s 
air emissions based on an EPA air dispersion model.  
 
Air Sciences Inc., a Portland Oregon firm, has been contracted to conduct the air quality monitoring at 
selected sites near Intel.  Air Sciences has used the Health Risk Assessment data to identify the locations 
within the community where the monitoring will take place, as well as the pollutants to monitor.  
 
Details of the Hillsboro Ambient Air Monitoring Project, including monitoring locations, data collection, 

metrological input, testing equipment, data collection thresholds and limitations, sampling methods, 

http://www.oraqac.com/


chain of custody, and quality control processes are located in the Quality Assurance Project Plan located 

at oraqac.com. 

 

What are the goals of the Hillsboro Ambient Air Monitoring Program? 

As part of the Good Neighbor Agreement, Intel provided information about future potential emissions 

from the Ronler Acres and Aloha campuses. The inventory was used to assess potential health impacts 

of these emissions through an Air Quality Health Risk Assessment.  

The Air Quality Health Risk Assessment was a third-party consultant’s assessment of Intel’s air 

emissions. The goal of the Health Risk Assessment was to evaluate the potential health impacts of Intel’s 

future potential air emissions and made this information available to the public. The results show that 

Intel’s aggregate present and future emissions are below the risk threshold levels. The summary and full 

report are available at oraqac.com. 

Ambient Air Quality Monitoring is now being conducted with direction from the Air Quality Advisory 

Committee by a third-party. The monitoring will focus on ambient air quality in relation to the impact of 

Intel's emissions to local ambient air quality. The results will evaluate the results from the Health Risk 

Assessment by providing measurements that can be compared against ambient air concentrations 

modeled as part of the Health Risk Assessment. This effort will also provide general information to the 

public regarding air quality as influenced by local and regional sources. 

What is the Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP)? 

A Quality Assurance Project Plan, or QAPP, is a written document outlining the procedures a monitoring 

project will use to ensure the data it collects and analyzes meets project requirements. The QAPP for 

this ambient air monitoring project can be found at oraqac.com. 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54b6c246e4b0ff956979a706/t/5acfbb6faa4a99abb2ca2d74/1523563380029/QAPP+Hillsboro+Ambient+Monitoring+Program+%282018-02-23%29_final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54b6c246e4b0ff956979a706/t/598cc5bdb8a79b23b0bbee52/1502397886334/HRA+One+Pager+8-17.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54b6c246e4b0ff956979a706/t/566f037657eb8dad7d1d5fe6/1450115958521/Intel+Health+Risk+Assessment+Final+Report+2015.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54b6c246e4b0ff956979a706/t/566f037657eb8dad7d1d5fe6/1450115958521/Intel+Health+Risk+Assessment+Final+Report+2015.pdf
http://www.oraqac.com/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54b6c246e4b0ff956979a706/t/5acfbb6faa4a99abb2ca2d74/1523563380029/QAPP+Hillsboro+Ambient+Monitoring+Program+%282018-02-23%29_final.pdf

