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Air Quality Advisory Committee 

Minutes: September 21st, 2016 Meeting 

Next Meeting:  Special meeting – October 18th focused on ambient air quality monitoring with 
technical consultant Dr. Ron Sahu. 
 
Next regularly scheduled meeting: November 16th, Location to be confirmed after library room 
scheduling opens (expected to be in the Brookwood Library, 2850 NE Brookwood Pkwy, 
Hillsboro, OR 97124)  
 
Attendees: 
     Members present: 

Russ Dondero 
Spencer Ehrman 
Deke Gundersen 
Andrew Hawley 
Todd Rallison 
Stephanie Shanley 
John Williams 
 

     Facilitator 
John Harland 

 
Notes 

1. Introductions: Members of the AQAC introduced themselves – members in attendance 
listed above.   

2. Opens items for members of the AQAC 

 Stephanie, Intel, reviewed recent changes to the AQAC web site 
www.oraqac.com which include changing some of the format and language for 
clarity and adding maps.  Additional facility photos will be added. Making the 
website maps more interactive would need to be outsourced outside of the 
AQAC and require funding.   

 There has been a request to add AQAC member email addresses to the web site.  
An email will be sent to AQAC members requesting their permission to post their 
email.  This will be an “opt-in” process and the email addresses of members who 
do not give their permission will not be posted 

 Intel is contributing funds to help the Washington County woodstove 
replacement pilot project.  Old woodstoves will be replaced by more efficient, 
less polluting new stoves.   

 Deke suggested a professor at Pacific University as a potential new member of 
the AQAC or as a technical support in developing the Ambient Air Quality 
Monitoring program.  Andrew Hawley will review the qualifications and fit as this 

http://www.oraqac.com/
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new member would be a public member or alternate, and make a 
recommendation. 

 John Harland reviewed the AQAC minutes approval process that was decided at 
the June AQAC meeting and detailed in the June minutes.   

 John Harland reminded members of the agreed process for distributing materials 
to all AQAC members is to send materials to John for circulation.  This procedure 
makes it easier to track what information has been sent to all members. 

 
3.  Good Neighbor Agreement Specified Agenda Items 

Rafe Christopherson, Intel, reviewed the items that are identified in the meeting 
materials: 
a. Emissions testing of VOC control equipment will be conducted in early October 

and is currently scheduled for Friday, October 7th and Monday, October 10th.  
Members of the AQAC wishing to witness the testing should contact Jill Eiland or 
Stephanie Shanley. 

b. Intel has purchased property from Maxim located east of the existing Ronler 
Acres (RA) Campus and contiguous to the Intel property; the buildings will be 
used as office space.  Boilers and an emergency generator on the Maxim 
property that were not previously required to be permitted will be added to the 
Intel RA Campus air permit.  No increase in the RA Campus permitted emission 
limits will be requested as a result of this change. 

c. Rafe also reviewed key parametric monitors that are monitored continuously to 
verify the performance of abatement systems.  Performances of the Rotary 
Concentrator Thermal Oxidizers (RCTO) for volatile organic compound (VOC) 
abatement are tracked by temperature.  Question asked about how frequently 
alarms are tested?  A: temperature sensors are tested every 6 months.  The 
alarm system automatically sends out an email and text message to an on-duty 
technician if the sensor moves out of a control range.  Wet scrubbers for acid 
vapor abatement are monitored by measuring the pH and flowrate of 
recirculating water.  Caustic is added to the recirculating water for pH control as 
the wet scrubbers are more efficient for acid removal at higher pH levels.  
Question about what happens to water from the wet scrubbers?  A: Wastewater 
from the scrubbers goes to the Intel acid waste neutralization system and then is 
discharged to the Clean Water Services (CWS) sewer under conditions specified 
in a wastewater permit issued by CWS. 

d. Emergency generator testing:  In response to a question, Rafe indicated that 
emergency generators are permitted to operate up to 30 hours per year.  Each 
generator has an operations test monthly along with an annual preventive 
maintenance (PM) that includes an oil analysis and filter change along with other 
tests and maintenance.  Intel is required to keep records of start and stop times 
of the operation of the emergency generators and annually reports to DEQ the 
total number of hours of operation and annual emissions.  The Intel permit 
specifies that all other records for emergency generator operations are required 
to be made available to DEQ upon request. 
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e. The past quarter, wet scrubbers had a low pH 0.07% of the time.  The pH 
controls on older scrubbers have been improved and are in line with new 
scrubber controls.  With this change, it is anticipated the older scrubbers will be 
more reliable in the future. 

f. Dr Natasha Hodas was recently hired at Intel and was introduced to the AQAC.  
She is analyzing alternatives for reducing fine particulate emissions through off-
site projects and reviewed the benefits of replacing older diesel school buses 
(see meeting presentation for more data).  Intel will come back and report more 
on school buses and other off-site options in a future meeting. Reductions in 
diesel particulate matter from on-site sources related to an emergency 
generator replacement pilot project were also discussed (see meeting 
presentation). 

g. Intel has begun advocacy with contractors to use newer diesel engines with 
greater particulate efficiency on equipment.   Owner/operators’ equipment may 
have higher emissions than fleet operators as owner/operators may just work in 
less regulated Oregon.  In response to a question, it was stated that measures of 
success have not yet been established and it is not known the number and age of 
trucks coming onto the Intel site.  Suggestion that market forces may be more 
effective than regulation 

h. There are not stand-alone data centers at Intel Ronler Acres or Aloha campuses 
so there is no knowledge about data center emergency generators.  Intel has a 
pilot project on the use of diesel particulate matter filters for use on new 
emergency generators. 

i. Question from a member of the public about health risks of fluoride emissions 
from Intel.  The questioner was referred to the Health Risk Assessment posted 
on www.oraqac.com and recommended to attend the Oct 18 special meeting on 
ambient air quality monitoring as Dr. Sahu may be able to address whether 
testing for fluoride is appropriate  

4. AQAC Outreach:  Discussion by AQAC members about how to get more public 
participation in the AQAC process.  A member of the public indicated she would send 
ideas to the AQAC for enhancing the web site.  Also need for outreach discussed, as 
Spencer said, “website is a window, we need to get people to look through the 
window”. Decision to have as topic for November meeting, Andrew and Spencer will 
lead the discussion 

5. Next meeting agendas:  
a. October 18 (Tues): Special meeting on Ambient Air Quality Monitoring with Dr. 

Ron Sahu. Purpose is turning what the AQAC wants from the ambient air quality 
monitoring into a request for proposal. 

b. November 16, Fourth quarter regular meeting.  Agenda: standing GNA agenda 
items plus discussion on AQAC community outreach. 

 

http://www.oraqac.com/



